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Question 1:
Having selected priority sectors / areas, how to proceed (methodologically) into 

concrete action plans?
What does exactly an action plan include (examples from other EU regions to 

see the level of detail contained in action plans) ?

The facts:
There is an urgent necessity for immediate activation of the implementation process 
of the Regional RIS3, and the new Operational Programme (2014 – 2020), which has 
been conditionally approved by the European Commission – end of Dec. 2014.
Thus, there is a need to design Calls for Proposals, targeting  the achievement of 
specific Objectives, as well as, Output and Result Indicators.
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The Theory: 
(according to JRC’s Scientific and Policy Report (No.01/2013) “The Goals of Smart Specialization”)
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Question 2:
How do you design a call for proposals to support a newly identified activity?



Question 3:
The question (to DG-REGIO and / or DG-COM), relates to the very detailed 

degree of the regional economy analysis in RIS3, which, potentially, could lead 
to “photographing” specific businesses (enterprises), and thus restrict unbiased –

open participation of businesses, as well as, distort the competition.

Or  else,

At a Call for Proposals, how to maintain the balance (i.e. apply the 2nd principle 
of “granularity”), in order to avoid the outdated logic of Sectoral Analysis Aid, 

and over–specialization which may end – up drilling down to a specific project?

Implementing RIS3: from Strategy to Action Plan

The new Framework: Expectations and limitations
(Framework for state aid for research and development and innovation – 2014/C 198/01)



The Theory: 
(according to JRC’s Scientific and Policy Report (No.01/2013) “The Goals of Smart Specialization”)
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Question 4:
What methodological tools should be used in order to reduce the risk of investing 
in vertical sectors, whose growth rates may vary significantly in the future, taking 

into account the rapidly changing global economic conditions?

Question 5:
It would be useful to see (examples from other EU regions of) a grid of project 
selection criteria, e.g. in an open Call for Proposals, which would incorporate    

all basic principles of a RIS3 Strategy.

How are specific criteria applied in the evaluation and project selection 
process?  E.g. although it might be relatively easy to set criteria related to the 

impact of a project to Income and Employment, it is substantially more difficult  
to estimate objectively these effects, at a project level.
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Question 6:
Which assessment (evaluation) methodology will EU regions implement in order 

to select projects that will contribute to the successful implementation of their 
Regional RIS3?

Note that, according to EU Regulations, the selection criteria should be approved 
by the Monitoring Committee of each ROP, so they ought to be specific, ensure 

transparency and the equal treatment (inclusivity) of participants.
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Question 7:
In terms of applicability and compatibility with the principles of RIS3, please 

comment on the results of the Entrepreneurial Discovery Process  Workshop for 
the Wine Value Chain, which took place in Drama on 18 – 19 November 2014.

http://s3platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu/documents/10157/651997/DRAMA%20SUMMARY%20short.pdf

Does this methodology, lead to calls and project selection (new activities), in 
accordance with the principles of RIS3?

If not, what should be changed / corrected / supplemented?
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The Theory: 
(according to JRC’s Scientific and Policy Report (No.01/2013) “The Goals of Smart Specialization”)

Clarification 8:
A basic principle of RIS3, which refers to the need for hierarchy and prioritization, 
contradicts with DG-REGIO’s request, to incorporate in the Operational Program, 

the statement that, the“1st Thematic Objectives will fund exclusively areas / 
sectors resulting from regional RIS3”; thus, clarification is required.
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Thank you for your patienceThank you for your patience……

…… now let us search for answers!now let us search for answers!


